
BioCity Turku and SmartBIO
What is what?



BioCity Turku

• BioCity Turku is an umbrella organization supporting and 
coordinating research on life sciences and molecular 
medicine in University of Turku and Åbo Akademi
University.

• Scientific director Klaus Elenius

• Coordinator Maija Lespinasse

• Represents both University of Turku and Åbo Akademi 
University in Biocenter Finland

• Budget distribution

• BioCity Turku Research Programs

• Collaborative research funding call

• Frontiers of Science seminar series

• BioCity Symposium

• Elias Tilandz publication prize

https://www.biocenter.fi/


• Named after BioCity building

• 140 research groups distributed all around in 
campus area (UTU and ÅAU)

• More than 1000 researchers

• International research community

BioCity Turku

Biocenter Finland

ÅAU – Faculty of Science and Engineering

Turku Bioimaging

Turku Center for Disease Modelling

UTU – Faculty of Science

Turku PET Centre

UTU – Faculty of Medicine

UTU – Faculty of Technology

BioCity Turku research
programs 2022-2026

BioCity Turku

https://www.biocenter.fi/


BioCity Turku – Research Programs 2022-2026

• Current programs are for 2022–2026

• Each research program receives 8000 € yearly funding

• BioMed: Biomaterials and Medical Devices Research Program 
• Chairs: Sufyan Garoushi, Chunlin Xu

• CellCom: Cell Communication Research Program
• Chairs: Annika Meinander, Emilia Peuhu

• CompLifeSci: Computational and Molecular Methodologies for Life Sciences
• Chairs: Leo Lahti, Tiina Salminen

• Field of View: Turku Biological and Medical Imaging Research Program
• Chairs: Pasi Kankaanpää, Tiina Saanijoki

• MIRP: Microbes and Immunity Research Program
• Chairs: Jukka Hytönen, Arto Pulliainen

• MIST: The Multiverse of Immune System
• Chairs: Pia Rantakari, Laura Elo, Tapio Lönnberg

• SmartBIO: Advanced Bioresources and Smart Bioproducts – Towards Sustainable Bioeconomy
• Chairs: Yagut Allahverdityeva-Rinne, Henrik Grénman

• TREMENDO: Etiology, Prevention and Treatment of Metabolic, Endocrine and Developmental Disorders
• (Chairs: Noora Kotaja, Katja Pahkala



SmartBIO

• SmartBIO aims to accelerate innovation on nature-inspired emerging technologies and sustainable circular bioeconomy
strategies to support the transition toward fossil-free society 

• Chair: Prof. Yagut Allahverdiyeva-Rinne

• Vice-chair: Prof. Henrik Grénman

• Coordinator: Maija Lespinasse

• www.smartbio.fi

http://www.smartbio.fi/


SmartBIO



BioCity Turku – Frontiers of Science seminars

• Arranged since 1998

• BioCity Turku Research Programs suggest the speakers

• BioCity Turku covers for travel costs for the speaker

• Students have their own slot as well

• Students are invited to have lunch with the speaker, no PIs around!
• Excellent opportunity to start build your own networks!

• ECTs for students

• Coffee and sandwich served at 11:45, no registration needed

”Learn about novel technologies and listen to 
inspiring talks outside your own research field”



BioCity Turku – BioCity Symposium 

32nd BioCity Symposium: Sculpting Tissues – cells, matrix and forces
24–25 August 2023

Mauno Koivisto Centre, BioCity, Turku

https://biocityturku.fi/biocity-symposium-2023/

Mauno Conference Center
BioCity, Turku, Finland
23rd–24th August 2018

SEEING 

THE 

IN VISIBLE
FRIDAY, August 24th

SESSION III – Resolving disease complexity  (Chair: Johanna Ivaska)
09:00  Philip S. Low, Purdue University College of Science, West Lafayette, US
 Ligand-targeted multimodal imaging of cancer, autoimmune and infectious diseases 
09:35  Erik Sahai, The Francis Crick Institute, London, UK
 Novel mechanisms of tumour-stroma crosstalk
10:10  POSTER SESSION with coffee/tea and exhibitions
11:50  Short presentations selected from poster abstracts 
12:25  Jacky Goetz, Inserm, Strasbourg, France
 In vivo imaging of metastasis at high spatio-temporal resolution
13:00   Lunch and exhibitions

SESSION IV – Imaging bioinformatics - beyond the naked eye (Chair: Pasi Kankaanpää)
14:00 Gaudenz Danuser, Univeristy of Texas Southwestern Medical Centre, US
 Getting at the invisible - inference of causality in molecular pathways
14:35   Jason Swedlow, University of Dundee, UK
 Open tools for accessing, integrating, mining and publishing image data @ scale
15:10 Anna Akhmanova, Utrecht University, The Netherlands 
 Tips at the edge: CLASPing microtubules to the cell cortex
15:45  Jyrki Heino, University of Turku, BioCity Turku
 Closing remarks

ORGANISED BY: BioCity Turku, University of Turku, Åbo Akademi University

INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: by August 10th 2018 at biocity.turku.fi/b iocity-symposium

ORIGINAL PHOTO: Bill Frymire

FURHTER INFORMATION:  biocity.turku.fi/b iocity-symposium

      biocityturku@btk.fi 

     +358 40 5658 654

THE SYMPOSIUM IS SUPPORTED BY:

Åbo Akademi University Endowment

Åbo Akademi University

University of Turku

Faculty of Medicine Postgraduate Education Unit (PGE, UTU)

Turku BioImaging

 

THURSDAY, August 23rd

09:00  John Eriksson, Åbo Akademi University, Turku Centre for Biotechnology
 Opening words and presentation of the Elias Tillandz prize for 2017
09:30  Stefan Hell, Max Planck Institute for Biophysical Chemistry, Göttingen, Germany
 Optical microscopy: the resolution revolution 

SESSION I – Movements across scales (Chair: Pieta Mattila)
10:05  Catherine Galbraith, Oregon Health & Science University, US 
 Unraveling cellular decisions by visualizing molecular movements 
10:40  POSTER SESSION A with coffee/tea and exhibitions
11:50  Gillian Griffith s,  Cambridge Institute for Medical Research, UK
 A peak inside killer cells: from genes to secretion
12:25  Tomas Kirchhausen, Harvard Medical School, Boston, US
 The miracle of making visible what is otherwise too small to be seen
13:00  Lunch and exhibitions

SESSION II – The bigger picture (Chair: Juhani Knuuti)
14:00   Olof Dahlqvist Leinhard, Linköping University, Sweden
 Phenotypic multiorgan imaging characterization in health and disease
14:35  Short presentations selected from poster abstracts 
15:10  POSTER SESSION B with coffee/tea and exhibitions
16:20  Philipp Keller, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Janelia Research Campus, Ashburn, US
 Dissecting embryonic development by high-resolution whole-animal imaging
16:55  Gitte Moos Knudsen, Copenhagen University Hospital, Denmark
 The added synergy of combined MRI and PET neuroimaging
17:30 End of symposium
18:30  Symposium concert at Sibelius Museum (Piispankatu 17)
19:30  Symposium dinner at Old Academy Building (Rothoviuksenkatu 2) 

The 28th Annual BioCity Symposium

Doctoral Programme in Biology, Geography and Geology (BGG, UTU)
Doctoral Programme in Clinical Research (DPCR, UTU)
Doctoral Programme in Molecular Life Sciences (DPMLS, UTU)
Drug Research Doctoral Programme (DRDP, UTU)
Finnish Doctoral Program in Oral Sciences (FINDOS, UTU)
Informational and Structural Biology Doctoral Network (ISB, ÅAU)
Turku Doctoral Network in Molecular Biosciences (MolBio, ÅAU)
Turku Doctoral Programme of Molecular Medicine (TuDMM, UTU)

https://biocityturku.fi/biocity-symposium-2023/


BioCity Turku – Collaborative Research Funding Call

• BioCity Turku opens yearly a call for research funding for all BioCity Turku research groups.

• From now on there will be a theme for each year

• The funding is intended for new openings and events promoting research on emerging topics 
in molecular life sciences and biomedicine.



BioCity Turku – Elias Tillandz Publication Prize

• The best publication prize of BioCity Turku is named after Professor Elias Tillandz (1640–1693) 
who brought empirical life sciences to Turku and was the first to publish an academic publication 
in Turku in 1673. 

• The prize is supported by Åbo Akademi University Foundation.



BioCity Turku – Contact us!

• www.biocityturku.fi

Follow us in Twitter!

@BioCityTurku

Klaus Elenius
Scientific Director
klaele@utu.fi
050 514 2307

Maija Lespinasse
Coordinator
biocityturku@bioscience.fi
040 565 8654

http://www.biocityturku.fi/
https://biocityturku.fi/
https://biocityturku.fi/biocityevents/turku-bionet-seminar-calendar/
mailto:klaele@utu.fi
mailto:biocityturku@bioscience.fi

